oceans. And that despite the fact that the war is long since
over!
The Panama representative has spoken here. He spoke
of the military bases maintained by the United States of
America in Panama. He said that a part of the American
bases in Panama had been returned to> iPanama, and that
as regarded the remaining bases, his Government hoped to
reach agreement with the Government of the United
States. It is evident from what he said that there are still
American bases in Panama.
The Brazilian representative has also spoken here. He
reminded us of the existence of military bases on Brazil-
ian territory. We learned from his statement that the spe-
cialists who serviced these bases still remain in Brazil. It
appears that American specialists on military bases are still
needed in Brazil. That is a fact which attracts attention,
inasmuch as we are living in peacetime conditions.
Only recently, we all read the newspaper reports about
the dispute between the United States of America and Ice-
land, on this same question of military bases. The United
States has a population of approximately 140,000,000;
Iceland, approximately 130,000, in other words, about one
to a thousand. And in the course of several months we
read in the newspapers about the litigation between the
United States of America and Iceland over the retention
of American Abases on Iceland's territory. That mighty
state, America, wrangled with Iceland, the smallest of all
the states now Members of the 'United Nations, because it
wanted to retain its bases on Iceland's territory even today,
when universal peace has been restored. And this dispute,
as you know, acquired international significance.
I have cited only a few examples to illustrate the im-
portance of the question that has been raised by the So-
viet Government. I could multiply the number of these
288